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Amendment* tn the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in tbis 
application: 

Toting of Claims: 



1. 



2. 



I^urrently Amended) A track for use in a building 
framing system, the track comprising •- 

a web that extends in a longitudinal direction; and 
one or more deformabie legs which extend from the 
web and which extend along at least a portion of the 
web in the longitudinal direction, each derormabie leg 
comprising a deformable portion located between the web 
and a distal edge of the leg; 

^^^ah^tor^ ^- portion i ^gn^I^ng-^r^or 
— T^cHt-.u ^^-M^ten^r, h-prt lines t , o form four 
pur more c grre ^Qridin g >™^« and ,-ach of the bends a, a 
_ U _lr.- 1 rt OBS ^ ^^^ble Jto_^e duce_i ^H inferior 

an gjg exoandn bl- - its inferior- angle ; 

and , 
wherein deformation of the deformable portion of each 
leg is accompanied by relative movement of the distal 
edge of the leg in a direction that is at least one of: 
towards the web and away from the web. 

(Currently Amended) A track according to claim 1 
wherein a section of each ttafu iuuiblc leg that includes 
the deformable portion consists essentially of a 
unitary piece of material . 



-2 



PAGE 4/15 * RCVD AT 2/18/2005 5:07:08 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTMFXRF-1/2 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSE:6M 681 4081 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-04 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



02/18/05 14:07 FAX 604 681 4 081 



OYEN WIGGS ET AL 



@005 



Application No. 10/733321 p age 3 of 13 

Preliminary Amendment dated 18 February 2005 1 * 

3 (original) A track according to claim 2 wherein the 

deferrable portion of each leg comprises at least one 
deformable groove that extends in the longitudinal 
direction, the deformable groove being at least one of: 
compressible in a direction orthogonal to the 
longitudinal. direction and expandable in a direction 
orthogonal to the longitudinal direction. 



4 . 



(Currently Amended) A track according to claim 3 
wherein each deformable groove comprises: a fi rst 
angled groove portion that extends from a bend first 
ga e r,f t-he bends, in an upper portion of the leg, a 
second angled groove portion that extends from a bend 
gflCaad one of the bends in a lower portion of the leg 
and a central groove portion that extends between third 

fou^ anej, of the bends in the first and second 
angled groove portions. 

(Original) A track according to claim 4 wherein, prior 
to deformation, an angle between the first angled 
groove portion and the upper portion of the leg, an 
angle between the second angled groove portion and the 
lower portion of the leg, an angle between the first 
angled groove portion and the central groove portion 
and an angle between the second angled groove portion 
and the central groove portion are all in a range 
between 105' and 165°. 

(Original) A track according to claim 4 wherein each 
deformable groove is compressible to a relatively 
compressed state and wherein, in the relatively 
compressed state, an angle between the first angled 
groove portion and the upper portion of the leg, an 
angle between the second angled groove portion and the 
lower portion of the leg, an angle between the first 
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angled groove portion- and the central groove portion 

and an angle between the second angled groove portion 

and the central groove portion are all in a range 

between 6 0° and 150°. 

7. (original) A track according to claim 4 wherein each 

deformable groove is expandable to a relatively 
expanded state and wherein, in the relatively expanded . 
state, an angle between the first angled groove portion 
and the upper portion of the leg, an angle between the 
second angled groove portion and the lower portion of 
the leg, an angle between the first angled groove 
portion and the central groove portion and an angle 
between the second angled groove portion and the 
central groove portion are all in a range between 120° 
and 180° . 

8-11- (Cancelled). 

12. (Original) A track according to claim 3 wherein each 

deformable groove is resiliently deformable. 

13 (Currently Amended) A track according to claim 3 
wherein each leg comprises a flat portion between its 

Wet one deformable groove and its dist al edge, t he 
flat portion providing a surface Lu *h±t=h one vj. more 
gtnrt ite may uuupl ^ d for Coupling on** pr more studs, to 
the track- 

14 (original) A track according to claim 3 wherein the one 
or more legs comprise a pair of spaced apart legs which 
extend from the web to define a channel therebetween. 
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15. (Currently Amended) a track according to claim 14 
wherein each deformable groove p«tf«rts 22£™i into the 
channel . 

16. (Currently Amended) A track according to claim 14 
wherein each deformable groove projects opens outwardly 
from the channel - 

17. (Currently Amended) A track according to claim 3 
wherein each deformable groove comprises at least one 
edge portion that is aimatc curved in cross -section. 



18 



(Original) A track according to claim 2 wherein the 
deformable portion of each leg comprises a plurality of 
deformable grooves, each deformable groove extending in 
the longitudinal direction and each deformable groove 
being at least one of: compressible in a direction 
orthogonal to the longitudinal direction and expandable 
in a direction orthogonal to the longitudinal 
direction . 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Original) A track according to claim 2 wherein the one 
or more legs comprise a pair of spaced apart legs which 
extend from the web to define a channel therebetween 
and wherein the deformable portion of each leg 
comprises a curved bend of the leg, the curved bend 
having an interior angle greater than 90° and curving 
toward an interior of the channel. 

21. (Original) A track according to claim 2 wherein the 
track consists essentially of a unitary piece of 
material . 
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22. (Original) A track according to claim 2 used in a wall 
of a building, the wall comprising an opposing track 
and one or more studs, each stud extending between and 
coupled at its opposite ends to the track and to the 
opposing track. 

23. (Original) A track according to claim 22 wherein a 
first portion of each stud is coupled to the one or 
more legs o£ the track between the deformable portions 
and the distal edges of the one or more legs, such that 
relative movement of the stud toward the web causes 
compression of the deformable portion of each leg, 

24. (Original) A track according to claim 22 wherein a 
first portion of each stud is coupled to the one or 
more legs of the track between the deformable portions 
and the distal edges of the one or more legs', such that 
relative movement of the stud away from the web causes 
expansion of the deformable portion of each leg. 

25. (Original) A track according to claim 22 wherein the 
one or more legs of the track comprise a pair of spaced 

1 apart legs which extend from the web to define a 
! channel therebetween. 

26. (Original) A track according to claim 25 wherein each 
leg of the track comprises a flat portion located 
between its deformable portion and its distal edge and 
wherein a first end portion of each stud extends into 
the channel and is coupled to the flat portion of each 
leg. 

27. (Original) A track according to claim 25 wherein the 
channel is a downwardly opening channel. 
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28. (Original) A track according to claim 25 wherein the 
channel is an upwardly opening channel. 

29. (Original) A track according to claim 22 wherein an 
opposing end portion of each stud is coupled to the 
opposing track in a manner that does not permit 
substantial relative movement between the stud and the 
opposing track. 

30. (original) A track according to claim 22 wherein the 
opposing track is substantially similar to the track 
and an opposing end of each stud is coupled to the 
opposing track in a manner that permits relative 
movement between the stud and the opposing track. 

' (Original) A track according to claim 1 wherein the 
deformable portion of each leg comprises an elastic 
member . 

32. (Original) A track according to claim 31 wherein each 
elastic member is fabricated separately from the track 
and subsequently coupled to the corresponding leg of 
the track. 

33 . (Cancelled) 

34. (currently Amended) A track according to claim ^ 31 
wherein the al_ ledbL one be nd el antic member associated 
with each leg comprises at least one deformable groove 
that extends in the longitudinal direction, the 
deformable groove being at least one of: compressible 
in a direction orthogonal to the longitudinal direction 
and expandable in a direction orthogonal to the 
longitudinal direction. 



31. 
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35. (Original) A track according to claim 34 wherein each 
deformable groove is resiliently deformable. 

36. (Original) A track according to claim 34 wherein the 
one or more legs comprise a pair of spaced apart legs 
which extend from the web to define a channel 
therebetween. 

37. (Currently Amended) A track according to claim 36 
wherein each deformable groove yLuj^ta open? in a 
direction that is one of: into the channel and 
outwardly from the channel . 

38. (Currently Amended) A track according to claim 34 
wherein each deformable groove comprises at least one 
edger portion that is cticuate curved in cross -section. 

39. (Currently Amended) A track according to claim 34 
wherein the ^-lua^ one bend Plastic member associated 
with each leg comprises a plurality of deformable 
grooves, each deformable groove extending in the 
longitudinal direction and each deformable groove being 
at least one of: compressible in a direction orthogonal 
to the longitudinal direction and expandable in a 
direction orthogonal to the longitudinal direction. 

4D. (Original) A track according to claim 34 wherein a 

section of each deformable leg that includes the 
deformable portion consists essentially of a unitary 
piece of material. 

41. (Original) A track according to claim 1 wherein each 

deformable leg consists essentially of a unitary piece 
of material. 
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42. (Cancelled) 

43. (currently Amended) A track for use in a building 
framing system, the track comprising an elongated 
member that extends in a longitudinal direction and a 
pair of legs that extend from the elongated member at 
spaced apart locations and along at least a portion of 
the elongated member in the longitudinal direction to 
define a channel therebetween, at least one of the legs 
having a deformable portion located" between its distal 
edge and the elongated membe r, t , hn rteformable portion 
fegnt along fnnr or more, longitudinally-extending bend 
Unefl to form four- or- mor e nnrresponding bends, each 
v^H hpina a * least one of: compressible to reduce jfcfl 
ijl£a£ia£ a nal p expandable to increase its interior 
angle. 

44. (Original) A track according to claim 43 wherein the 
deformable portion extends in the longitudinal 
direction and is at least one of: compressible to 
reduce a dimension of the deformable portion in a 
direction orthogonal to the longitudinal direction and 
expandable to increase the dimension of the deformable 
portion in a direction orthogonal to the longitudinal 
direction. 

45. (Currently Amended) A track according to claim 43 
wherein a section of the at least one leg that includes 
the deformable portion comprises a unitary sheet of 
tunL . -j.ial and the deformable portion cofflpxtees dL laagb 
ung bend in blte -- aU^et of material. 

46. (Cancelled) 
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47. (Currently Amended) A method for providing relative 

movement between a track and one or more studs in a 
building framing system, the method comprising: 

providing a track having a web which extends in a 
longitudinal direction and one or more legs which 
extend from the web and which extend along at least a 
portion of the web in the longitudinal direction; 

rigidly coupling a first end of the one or more 
studs to the one or more legs; and 

deforming the one or more legs to permit relative 
movement of the one or more studs in a direction that 
at least one of: toward the web and away from the 



is 



web j. 

,,^oir, a t-. lea sh one of the one or morp 2 332 comprises 
a ^fo^hle portion bent *1 ong four or more 
l^niMidinanvfixten c H^ bend, lines to form four or 
m ^ rorrespnnriina b e "Hi.e a nd deforming the one or mors 
ip g.g Gompri^s at l e ^j- one of; compressing at least 
gT1 p 0 f th^ fnur or- mnre b e nrls tn ^nee its -Interior 
^ expa ndin g a t lea s t one of the four oy more 
h^nris to i nsxaaafi its interior angle . 

48. (Original) A method according to claim 47 wherein 
deforming the one or more legs comprises resiliently 
deforming the one or more legs. 

49. (Original) A method according to claim 47 wherein each 
leg of the track comprises a deformable groove and 
wherein deforming the one or more legs comprises at 
least one of: compressing the deformable groove; and 
expanding the deformable groove. 

50. (New) A track according to claim 1 wherein, prior to 
deformation, interior angles of the four or more bends 
are in a range of 105* to 165° - 

- 10- 
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51. (New) A track according to claim 1 wherein each of the 
four or more bends is compressible to a relatively 
compressed state and wherein, in the relatively 
compressed state, interior angles of the four or more 
bends are in a range of 60° to 150°. 

52. (New) A track according to claim l wherein each of the 
four or more bends is expandable to a relatively 
expanded state and wherein, in the relatively expanded 
state, interior angles of the four or more bends are in 
range of 120° to 180°. 

53. (New) A track according to claim 4 wherein, prior to 
deformation, a sum of: 

(a) an angle between the first angled groove 
portion and the upper portion of the leg; 

(b) an angle between the second angled groove 
portion and the lower portion of the leg; 

(c) an angle between the first angled groove 
portion and the central groove portion; and 

(d) an angle between the second angled groove 
portion and the central groove portion; 

is in a range of 420° to 660°. 

54. (New) A track according to claim 4 wherein each 
deformable groove is compressible to a relatively 
compressed state and wherein, in the relatively 
compressed state, a sum of: 

(a) an angle between the first angled groove 
portion and the upper portion of the leg; 

(b) an angle between the second angled groove 
portion and the lower portion of the leg; 

(c) an angle between the first angled groove 
portion and the central groove portion; and 

- 11 - 
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(d) an angle between the second angled groove 

portion and the central groove portion; 
is in a range of 2400° to 600° . 

55. (New) A track according to claim 4 wherein each 

deformable groove is expandable to a relatively 
expanded state and wherein, in the relatively expanded 
state , a sum of: 

(a) an angle between the first angled groove 
portion and the upper portion of the leg ; 

(b) an angle between the second angled groove 
portion and the lower portion of the leg; 

(c) an angle between the first angled groove 
portion and the central groove portion; and 

(d) an angle between the second angled groove 
portion and the central groove portion; 

is in a range of 480° to 720°. 
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